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“lgnorance makes issue unresolved”

Okinawa International School

IB PYP Teacher Junichi Yamakawa

Interviewed by Masafumi Koja
Curator of Okinawa Peace Memorial Museum

February 10th, 2015
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Speaker : Junichi Yamakawa
(Okinawa International School)

| teach the 3 and 4" grade students at Okinawa International School, an IB World School,
located in Naha City. The class’ Programme of Inquiry focuses on six transdisciplinary themes that
facilitate authentic learning. Students inquire about local issues with a global vision as they find
connections in their own reality and relate in the actual situation. Students do not only study the theme,



TR FnAT A M PR R R ER L =T ) Y e s b
No.2 [AFFUAF—FTaFizrrs—] #

but, dig deeper and inquire about the real issue. Assisting students as lifelong learners who can take
action from their learning is our commitment.
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Discussion about peace for OIS students. (20 min.)
Theme: Sharing the planet
“Why people make war.”

“How people solve a conflict.”
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Last November, | requested Mr. Koja to lead a
lecture about the issue “Why War Happens?” in our
Educational Outbound Trip at Peace Memorial
Museum. | found this place and decided to visit with
our class, for the students to inquire and find
connections, if there is any, in their daily lives. As
one of their learning facilitators, | have the wish for
students to build a deeper and more profound
understanding about peace, reflect on what they can
actually do and take action to make a peaceful
environment. | thought, if students would witness
through simulation what happened in the past, it becomes more experiential to them and learning for
real takes place. Usually, we have 5-6 weeks to inquire about each unit, but we decided to inquire
about this theme, Sharing the Planet, for a whole year. This is so, because students can reflect about
this unit’s central idea “Conflicts can be resolved in many ways” daily in connection with their own real

issues.

Likewise, we visited the Naha family court and invited a military chaplain who is the parent of one of
our student as a resource speaker.

Visiting the Peace Memorial Museum gave a tremendous impact to our students to the point that
when conflict happens in class, they start to imagine if the conflict escalates, it might become like the
battle of Okinawa. Thus, they try to solve the conflict by open communication.
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Upon entering Room 5, students were surprised when they saw the fence of the military base and how
it changed; Before the Battle of Okinawa, the land can be used freely by local people. But now, the
fence shows that the same land is divided and prohibited from entry by local people. As they walk in
the museum, from rooms 1 to 5, they construct their understanding about the changes in Okinawa
brought by war.

In the other units, students will inquire about migration. The Museum’s exhibit on the fence seemed
like a symbol of the commencement of American culture in Okinawa. In the unit of “How We Organize
Ourselves”, 3 and 4" grade students will inquire about “Leaders”. These units are strongly connected
for students to understand real life issues. Students will not just study the theme but under the theme
they will inquire deeply.
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Interviewer : Masafumi Koja

(Curator of Okinawa Peace Memorial Museum)

Inquiring the theme of “Sharing the Planet” for a whole year and letting the students understand
deeply by connecting their daily school life truly makes me feel the similarity of Idea of Moral Education
under the curriculum of Ministry of Japanese education. Also, | feel that transdiscilinary learning is the
subject of Integrated Studies Class of Japanese education.

These days the number of young students like 3 - 4" graders visiting our museum is decreasing.
It was valuable experience for us to have these young students visit our place. It was my first time to
give a lecture on Peace Education to young students ages 8-10. The challenge for me was how to plan
the contents and how to discuss, especially, how to show the tragic pictures. What do you think about
this?



THRESERAT VG BHE R R E EREA L =T Y e b
No.2 [AXFUAvH—FvaFrzxr—1]

Ol)I1iE— (Okinawa International School)
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Speaker : Junichi Yamakawa
(Okinawa International School)

When they were observing the Museum Exhibits especially the ones in the caves, some students
said they got scared. We do have to think about the tragic pictures we show to young students for
these might be too scary for them. However, | always tell my students that in reality there are children
in the world who are involved in a war now. We probably live in a peaceful and wealthy society now.
But if we look at the real things happening in the world, we might be able to give our hand to help.

I think hiding the real things because of fear can make students unconcerned and indifferent to the
negative things. Of course it is scary to know but this is the reality. The scariest thing for me is
ignorance. Not to know the real issue makes things unresolved. It never finds a resolution.
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OIS /M¥#EB Grade 3 student
After visiting peace memorial museum
I started to avoid conflicts.

And I have controlled myself.
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OIS /INM¥EER Grade 3 student
I learned what peace is.
I have changed.
I learned that to have empathy is very important.
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OIS /NM#EER Grade 4 student
I learned about how terrible/sad war can be. I also learned about the history behind the battle of Okinawa. I also
learned about the feeling behind the war. The Peace Memorial Museum was sad but I learned a lot of things. I am
glad I visited this place. I changed myself trying to stop conflict. After I learned about how terrible and sad war can

be, I was encouraged that I should try to stop fights even if they are minor like class fights. Because of the
information I want to stop conflicts.

OIS /M58 Grade 3 student
I learned that we never make war. I want to make a rule not to fight a lot.
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Empathy leads to peace.
Conflicts can be solved through communicating and sharing.

The International Baccalaureate (IB) education is getting recognition in Japan. The 1B global education is also
getting public attention in Okinawa. The IB PYP Programme through its transdisciplinary designed curriculum and
Inquiry-based learning and teaching, gives the students the chance to find answers and make their own
understanding. Students will not just study school subjects, but they will inquire real life issues under the six
transdisciplinary themes.

Under the class unit of inquiry “Sharing the Planet,” Okinawa international School and our museum molded a
strong connection for students to learn Peace from their own reflection of the Battle of Okinawa.

Peace Studies are interdisciplinary studies. When we teach about peace it is very important to have the
perspective beyond the subject areas.

| believe this practice of Okinawa International School could be one of the models when we study peace.
Learning how to solve the conflict from the students’ familiar context and expanding their learning from the
classroom to society. Not only OIS could arrange this inquiry but also other schools could make this. | think in the
subject of Integrated Studies Class or Moral Study Class, Japanese public schools could arrange this kind of
program. Also it could be the class goal for the management of class.

I hope that through our Sharing Program, this practice of Okinawa International School will be a great reference
for the other schools to study peace.

Last but not least, | am grateful for the cooperation from School Director Masato Chinen, School Principal
Marilyn Tinio, Vice Principal Jovenia Garcia and Teacher Junichi Yamakawa.

Masafumi Koja
Curator of Okinawa Peace Memorial Museum
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